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A promise is defined as “an express assurance on which expectations are to be based.” At the Grossmont-Cuyamaca 

Community College District, we’ve made promises to our students and to the community, and I can assure you that 

our district is following through on all of them. 

To our students, we promise that they will receive a top-notch education with support from faculty and staff to ensure 

they reach their goals of transferring to a university and learning the skills that will prepare them for a career. To 

the community, we promise to educate the region’s workforce at a reasonable cost while spending tax dollars 

wisely, and to offer cultural, athletic and public events that help make Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges a vital 

part of the East County community. 

This report highlights some of our achievements in the 2018-19 academic year fulfilling the promises made by our District. 

■  We applauded the 2,699 Grossmont and Cuyamaca College graduates who were awarded 5,752 degrees and certificates – setting  

    another new record.
■  We celebrated the more than 800 students who were in the first year of the Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise, which provides free 
     tuition to first-time college students who are attending full-time. 
■  We watched with anticipation as the striking Visual and Performing Arts Center rose from the ground at Grossmont College, and we cheered  

    the partial reopening of the renovated first floor at the Cuyamaca College Student Center, providing better space to serve students, particularly 

    our veteran students. 
■  We welcomed the Mountain Empire Unified School District to the East County Education Alliance, which was created five years ago to provide 

    a seamless path between high school and college and a career for East County students. With Mountain Empire joining the Grossmont Union High School 

    District, every public high school student in East County can now benefit from the work of the Alliance.

As I look back on my decade as chancellor, I’m proud of all that the District has accomplished and the thousands of students whose lives were transformed 

because of Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges. Each and every one of our successful graduates exemplifies how the promises of our colleges have been fulfilled!

Cheers!

Cindy L. Miles, Ph.D.

Chancellor, Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District 

Our Promise: A Year of Accomplishments 



Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District  l   gcccd.edu   /  3

VETERANS 
Grossmont College  683 
Cuyamaca College  343

Student Demographics 2018-19 

Full-time: 58.4%
Part-time: 41.6% 

GENDER
Grossmont: 18,151
Cuyamaca: 9,002

ENROLLMENT

57% 43%

19  
or less

20-24

25-29

30-49

50+

31.1%

33.1%

13.4%

17.1%

5.3% 

AGEETHNICITY

*Not reported 0.7%

White (includes European, Middle Eastern, and Northern African descent) 40.2%
Hispanic 36.0%     Asian, Filipino, Pacific Islander 8.5%     Black 6.2%
Two or more 8.0%     American Indian 0.4%

FIRST-GENERATION STUDENTS  34%
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Descanso

Alpine Pine Valley

Campo

Potrero

Imperial County Line

1.    Linda Cartwright

2.    Debbie Justeson

3.    Bill Garrett

4.    Elena Adams

5.   Brad Monroe

Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District

1

2

3

4

5

 The district covers 1,138 miles in eastern San Diego County, with a population of more than 410,000 people.  
Each of the five members on the district’s Governing Board are elected by voters in their Trustee Area.
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Our Promise:  
Spotless audits

For the 15th year in a 
row, the district’s fiscal 
practices received high 
marks from independent 
auditors. The audit reports 
gave the highest opinion  
possible for the district, the 
Foundation for Grossmont 
& Cuyamaca Colleges, 
and the district’s auxiliary. 
A separate audit also gave 
a positive report for funding 
from Proposition V, the 
$398 million construction 
bond approved by  
East County voters in 2012. 

Proposition V  
Funds  34%

General Fund  
Unrestricted  30%$433,283,848

Beginning Balance  8%

General Fund 
Restricted  18%

Other Funds  
3%

Capital Outlay 
Projects  7%

Academic Salaries  13%

Classified  
Salaries  8%

Employee 
Benefits 9%

Supplies &  
Materials  1%

Operating  
Expenses  23%

Capitial Outlay  11%

Transfers & Payments  
to Students  4%

FUNDS AVAILABLE

EXPENDITURES
$433,283,848

2018-19 District Budget 

Facility Project  
Allocations 24%

Retirement Reserves  3%
 

Grants & Restricted Funds  2%
 

Reserves  2%
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Our Promise:  
Spend bond money wisely

Grossmont College Performing 
and Visual Arts Center:  
The center, which includes  
a new 390-seat theater 
with a professional perfor-
mance stage, orchestra  
pit and balcony, is set to 
open in January 2020.  
 It will serve as a learning 
laboratory that teaches 
modern techniques in 
theatrical performance, 
dance, and music for 
performers, technicians  
and designers. 

1The district received a perfect score for the transparency 
and accessibility of information for its Citizens’ Bond 
Oversight Committee, which ensures that revenues from 
Proposition V are spent on construction projects as 
promised to voters. The San Diego Taxpayers Educational 
Foundation reviewed information on the Committee’s 
website at http://propsrv.gcccd and gave the highest 
possible score. 

An analysis of the construction projects at Grossmont and 
Cuyamaca colleges in 2018 showed that they provided 
more than $2.6 million in wages and benefits to 
almost 320 San Diego County workers. More than 
83% of the workers came from San Diego County.

Several of the major projects underway are described on 
these pages.
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Cuyamaca College Student Center: 
About 17,000 square feet  
is being renovated on the  
first floor of the Student  
Center. The book store and an  
expanded veterans center 
opened in fall 2019, and the 
entire project is set to be 
completed in January 2020. 

Cuyamaca College Ornamental 
Horticulture Complex:  
A renovated complex will  
provide new classrooms  
and greenhouses, and  
an improved retail area,  
outdoor instructional spaces  
and storage buildings. The 
project is set to be completed  
in fall 2020.

Grossmont College Science, Math and Career Technology Complex Phase 1: 
The renovation of Building 31, one of the original Grossmont College 
buildings opened in 1963, is due to be completed in October 2019. 
The renovated facility will house the Administration of Justice 
program with a new fingerprinting lab and armory; Earth Science 
programs, Child Development Center, math classrooms and a 
computer lab. The renovated building will reopen in spring 2020.

2

3

4
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Highlights for the year include: 
■  Grossmont College was recognized as a Champion of Higher Education by the 
Campaign for College Opportunity for its high number of students who earned 
an Associate Degree for Transfer, an associate degree that guarantees transfer 
to a California State University institution. Grossmont College ranked highest among 
community colleges in the region for the number of ADTs that were awarded in proportion 
to campus enrollment. 

Grossmont 
College
Our Promise:  
Providing access to  
education and helping  
students to succeed
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■  Free textbooks are being made available online 
to students through Open Education Resources 
(OER). More than 280 classes now offer free textbooks, 
saving students nearly $1.3 million. Counselor 
and Professor Dave Dillon received national and global 
awards for his online textbook that helps students to be 
successful in college. 

■  The college offered a comprehensive three-month 
training program in drone technology. The 
training, which can cost as much as $3,000, was of-
fered for free as part of a $6 million federal America’s 
Promise grant through the U.S. Department of Labor.

■  The beach volleyball team won the Pacific Coast 
Athletic Conference championship, marking the  
second consecutive year that the team has 
won the state award. 
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Highlights for the year include:

Cuyamaca 
College 

■  Cuyamaca College celebrated  
its 40th anniversary in 2018,  
noting its growth from 1,947 students 
when the college opened in  
August 1978 to 9,000 students  
now. As part of the celebration,  
the performing arts center at  
Cuyamaca College was renamed  
the Samuel M. Ciccati Performing 
Arts Center, and the theater  
will be called the Samuel M.  
Ciccati Theatre. 

Our Promise:  
Transforming education  
so that all students can  
reach their goals 
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■  In February 2019, the College held the 5th annual Powwow. The event drew more than 2,000 
attendees and included the announcement of the Richard DeCrane Native Community Leaders Scholarship, 
named after an active supporter of the college’s Native American community.  The college’s Kumeyaay 
Studies program also added its first full-time faculty member. 

■  Cuyamaca College received a $500,000 grant to fund 12 online automotive technology 
courses, expanding the reach of the Ford Automotive Student Service Education and Training (ASSET) 
program throughout southern and central California. The Automotive Technology program also launched 
a new associate degree program, the first of its kind in the state, that will create opportunities for 
students to work in the independent automotive repair industry.  

■  Cuyamaca College received national recognition for its efforts reforming developmental education, 
which substantially increased the number of students who access and succeed in college-level math, 
English and ESL. The college was the only California community college selected as a finalist 
for the 2019 Examples of Excelencia, which recognizes programs advancing opportunity for Latinx 
students in higher education. 
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Benjamin Hart: From homelessness to high honors

Benjamin Hart has a grade point average pushing 4.0, is  
on the Cuyamaca College Vice President’s List, is a member  
of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, and was named to the 
All-California Community College Academic Team as among 
the top students in the state. He has 
his sights set on transferring to UC San 
Diego, earning a bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering and opening his 
own business.

It has been a stunning turnaround  
for someone who spent more than a 
decade living on the streets as part  
of San Diego’s homeless population.

“I’m a pretty determined person,”  
Hart said. “

Maryam Abdul-Sattar: Nothing holds her back 

Maryam Abdul-Sattar hasn’t let her blindness or a perilous past as an 
Afghan refugee hold her back.

She graduated with honors from Cuyamaca College in June with an associate 
degree in social work.

“I had no option except embracing my challenges in order to convert it into 
positive energy,” Abdul-Sattar said. 

Born with visual impairments that worsened with surgeries and glaucoma 
as she grew older, the near-blind graduate credits the help she received 
through Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSPS) for her graduating 
with a nearly 3.7 grade point average. She transferred to San Diego State 
University in the fall. 

“This is a reality that visual impairment is a hindrance to my education,  
but studying at this college turned my blindness into an opportunity  
when I received accommodations and accessibility devices which made  
me feel quite comfortable and helped me accelerate in my academic  
career,” she said. 

“Services provided  
by the tutoring  
center, writing  
center and DSPS 
made this college  
an ideal one.”

Cuyamaca College  /

“If you put one 
foot in front of  
the other in the 
right direction, 
eventually you’re 
going to get  
to where you  
want to go.”

Student Stories 
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Isaac Phillips: Failure is not an option 

Isaac Phillips doesn’t believe in failure. Every time the Santee resident 
comes face to face with a life-changing challenge, he not only moves 
forward, he thrives.

Phillips’ career plans were put on hold after his brother was shot 
and Phillips and his mother took over raising his brother’s two 
youngest daughters and son. Phillips enrolled at Grossmont College 
to build a better future for himself and his family, and became a 
scholar, a tutor, a peer mentor and an invaluable member of the 
campus Umoja community.

Phillips graduated from Grossmont College 
in June with an associate degree in  
communication and political science.

“If it wasn’t for Grossmont College, I 
wouldn’t have the opportunities I have 
today,” Phillips said. 

Nhi Nguyen: Around the 
world to Grossmont College 

Nhi Nguyen has attended  
colleges and universities across  
the world, from law school in  
Vietnam to a Master of  
Business Administration program  
at Marshall University in  
West Virginia and a student  
exchange program in Sweden.  
But Nhi Nguyen is sold on  
Grossmont College. 

Nguyen grew up in central  
Vietnam. She was attending 
Marshall University when she 
could no longer afford to go 
there because of family financial 
challenges. She moved in with 
an aunt in La Mesa and began 
attending Grossmont College. 

“I know it’s a community  
college and not a university,  
but it gives me much more than 

“Grossmont is a great  
path for my journey, and  
I’m so thankful for the  
many opportunities the 
college has given me.” 

/  Grossmont College

what I expected,” Nguyen said. “In a small class size, you can easily talk  
to your professor, plus a lot of professors here are also teaching at a 
 university, so what’s the difference? If you’re taking general education or 
lower division courses in a particular subject, and you’re learning from the 
same instructors, it makes sense to go to a community college, which is a  
lot more economical.”

“I am very grateful 
for everything  
that everybody  
has done to help  
me succeed.” 

Student Stories 
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Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges set new  
records for their graduating classes this year, with  
almost 2,700 graduates receiving more than  
5,700 degrees and certificates at the two colleges. 

Our promise:  
Guide students  
toward their goal  
of earning a degree 
or certificate

DEGREES 
Grossmont 2,752
Cuyamaca 1,202

TOTAL 3,954

CERTIFICATES
Grossmont 1,596
Cuyamaca 202

TOTAL 1,798
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The number of degrees and certificates 
awarded at Grossmont and Cuyamaca  
colleges has increased steadily in the 
last decade, rising 178% since 2009. 
The number of graduates  
has also risen 78% compared  
to 10 years ago. 

At commencement, three student  
speakers told moving stories of  
their struggles so representative of  
the challenges many community  
college students face.

Grossmont College student speaker 
Shakur Collins had to reset her life  
after a medical condition caused  
her to lose most of her eyesight. She 
enrolled at Grossmont College, where  
she maintained straight A’s and was set 
to transfer in the fall as a psychology 
major at UC San Diego. 

Cuyamaca College’s commencement  
speakers were Akila Scott, the first of  
six siblings to pursue a university degree 
and who was the family’s primary  
breadwinner, and Dawod Rafoka,  
an Iraqi refugee who graduated with  
a 4.0 GPA in computer engineering.  
Scott transferred to California State   
State University Long Beach, with plans  
to study philosophy. Rafoka transferred 
to San Diego State University, where he 
planned to major in computer engineering.

Shakur 
Collins

Akila 
Scott

Dawod 
Rafoka
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Regina White was tired of struggling to make ends meet 
waiting tables and working in low-wage sales jobs. So 
she came to Grossmont College to find a new career.

Good thing. Thanks to Grossmont’s Cardiovascular  
Technology program, White is flourishing as a  
cardiovascular tech at the Balboa Naval Center’s  
cardiac catherization lab. 

“Being a CV tech is one of those careers that flies  
under the radar when looking at the medical field, but 
it’s fascinating work and it pays very good money,” 
White said. “And when it comes to training CV techs, 
Grossmont College is the gold standard.”

Grossmont College has graduated more than 
2,000 cardiovascular technologists since launch-
ing its program in 1972. The passing rate for  
graduates who take a credentialing exam is 100 percent, 
and close to 90 percent of students in recent years are  
working in a field that pays an average wage of more 
than $72,000 annually in San Diego County.

White initially enrolled in the Telemetry/Electro- 
cardiographic Technician program when she came  
to Grossmont College in fall 2013 at age 43. Her  
plans changed when an instructor screened a video of 
a patient undergoing a cardiac catheterization. “I was 
mesmerized by what this one guy in scrubs was doing 

and I kept asking the instructor about it,’ she said. “He 
said it was a cardiovascular tech. I was like, ‘that’s what 
I want to do.’”

Cardiovascular technologists work side by side with  
physicians in performing tests to diagnose and treat 
patients with cardiovascular disease. The profession 
comprises three basic areas of expertise: invasive  
cardiology, noninvasive cardiology, and vascular 
cardiology. After completing her yearlong Telemetry/
Electrocardiographic curriculum, White enrolled in the 
two-year Cardiovascular Technology program. Because 
she was a credentialed telemetry tech, she worked full 
time on the weekends, a job that regularly exposed her 
to the work of cardiovascular technologists.

White graduated with an associate degree in 2016 in 
cardiovascular technology. She first worked in the operat-
ing room at Sharp Grossmont Hospital, and has been at 
the Naval Hospital since 2018. 

She’s also a part-time instructor in the telemetry program 
at Grossmont College.

Our promise: Teach the skills students need for a good career

“I work two jobs, I love them  
both, and I have them both  
because of Grossmont College.” 

Regina White: Finding a career, with heartfelt 
thanks to Grossmont College 
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Ignacio Garcia found the perfect career, thanks  
to Cuyamaca College’s award-winning Auto  
Technology program.

A graduate of Granite Hills High School, Garcia,  
27, came to Cuyamaca College after leaving  
Cal Poly Pomona as a junior and moving back  
to El Cajon to help take care of his mother, sister 
and brother after his parents divorced. Garcia  
was working for the El Cajon Recreation Depart-
ment while taking on random side jobs when  
he enrolled in Cuyamaca College’s Auto  
Technology program. 

“I like working with my hands and I’ve been  
working with cars all my life, so I figured this  
would be a good fit for me,” he said.

Just weeks into his studies at Cuyamaca, Garcia 
signed up for the Ford ASSET program. (ASSET  
is an acronym for Automotive Student Service  
Educational Training.) Unlike most training  
programs, ASSET and GM ASEP (Automotive  
Service Educational Program) students are em-
ployed in the industry at sponsoring Ford, Lincoln 
and GM auto dealerships while they’re learning. 

Garcia was assigned to El Cajon Ford. He started 
doing oil changes and other routine maintenance, 
but his assignments became far more complex 
after he used a scholarship to pay for a new set 

of automotive tools. His bosses at El Cajon Ford 
were impressed by his drive. First came a job  
rebuilding the engine of a Ford F350 pickup. 
More complex tasks soon followed. Today, he 
does everything from working on engines and 
transmissions to replacing and repairing batteries 
powering electric and hybrid vehicles. 

Thanks to multiple certifications from the  
ASSET program and his associate degree in  
automotive technology, Garcia earns more  
than $60,000 annually.

Garcia is not an aberration. According to Ford 
Motor Co., 99 percent of ASSET graduates 
get hired at their sponsoring dealerships. And 
by the time graduation rolls around, nearly all the 
trainees are already employed full-time.

He has nothing but praise for Cuyamaca College’s 
Automotive Technology program.

“It’s a great place to get started. For someone who 
has no experience working with cars, you’ll learn 
the basics in no time,” Garcia said. 

Ignacio Garcia: Shifting into high gear  
because of Cuyamaca College 

“For someone who wants to build on the  
skills you already have, you’re going to get the 
kind of training that can get you anywhere.”
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■  Cuyamaca College instructor Donald Jones, 
Grossmont College instructors Oralee Holder 
and Richard Uris, and District Services managers 
Linda Bertolucci and Jennifer Fujimoto 
received the John and Suanne Roueche Excellence 
Award from the League for Innovation in the  
Community College, a national award recognizing 
excellence in community college teaching and 
leadership. The five were honored at the 2019 
Innovations Conference in New York City. 

Jones led the transformation of Cuyamaca 
College’s Water and Wastewater Technology 
program into the Center for Water Studies, 
replete with a new state-of-the-art training facility 
and an outdoor field operations skills yard.

Holder, chair of the Grossmont College English 
Department, is well known for her long history of 
campus leadership since starting teaching in 1985.  

In his 12 years as an adjunct sociology instructor, 
Unis has incorporated his second career as a 
professional photographer to engage students 
in interactive art projects tied to social issues like 
poverty and immigration. 

Bertolucci, senior director of Purchasing,  
Contracts and Ancillary Services, keeps tabs  
on district expenditures and purchases and  
also manages the bidding process for major 
construction projects.

As the senior director of Fiscal Services, Fujimoto 
manages accounts payables and receivables, and 
also tracks and disburses students’ financial aid.

Our promise:  
Dedicated employees  
get the work done

EMPLOYEES
TOTAL  .......................2,987
Faculty (full-  
and part-time)  .................1,567
Classified staff .....................379
Administrators/ 
managers/other .................. 110
Student/Hourly Workers  ...... 931

■  The Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College 
District received six 2019 PRO Awards from 
the Community College Public Relations Organization,  
a professional development organization that 
seeks to promote excellence in marketing 
California’s 115 community colleges. The district 
received awards for its 2017-2018 Annual  
Report; a brochure series profiling career technical 
programs; news releases and photography.

Clockwise from top: Donald Jones; Richard Uris; Jennifer 
Fujimoto and Linda Bertolucci; and Oralee Holder.  
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Our promise:  
Outstanding leadership

After more than decade leading the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community 
College District, Chancellor Cindy L. Miles announced that she 
is retiring in December 2019. 

During her tenure as chancellor, the district has been nationally 
recognized for removing barriers to student success and eradicating 
longstanding equity gaps that have impeded students of 
color in their college pursuits. 

The high points of her decade as chancellor include the creation 
of the East County Education Alliance, a partnership with  
East County school districts; the 2012 passage of Proposition V, 
a $398 bond measure for new, modern facilities; and setting 
new records for the number of degrees and certificates 
awarded to Grossmont and Cuyamaca College graduates. 

Miles has also played an influential role in state and national 
community college organizations. She has served on commit-
tees and task forces for the American Association of Community 
Colleges, the American Council on Education, the California 
Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, the Community College 
League of California, and the Accrediting Commission for Community 
and Junior Colleges.
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Our promise:  
Provide a smooth 
path between high 
school and college 
and a career

With its vision of fulfilling the promise within each and every East County student, the East County  
Education Alliance was created five years ago in a partnership with the Grossmont Union High 
School District. In May 2019, the Mountain Empire Unified School District, which serves rural  
southeastern San Diego County, joined the Alliance – meaning that every public high school student  
in East County can now benefit from the work of the Alliance.

The goals of the Alliance are to inspire students to focus on college and careers, foster collab-
oration between the districts, and prepare students for an ever-evolving workforce. In the 
five years since the Alliance was founded, enrollment of Grossmont Union High School District students 
at Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges has jumped 5%, and college readiness has increased by 6%. 

Through the Alliance, high school counselors and principals are collaborating better with their counterparts 
at the colleges. Agreements have been signed for 48 career education programs, aligning the programs 
so that high school graduates are well prepared when they attend college. 

Members of the Alliance participate in an annual summit to strategize methods to work together better 
and serve students. At a joint meeting of the Governing Boards for the two high school districts 
and the college district in May, board members committed to the Alliance goals of 1) inspiring 
students to focus on college and careers; 2) fostering collaboration between the districts to provide a 
seamless transition from high school to college, and 3) improving college completion rates and preparing 
students for an ever-evolving workforce. 
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More than 800 students received free tuition at Grossmont and Cuyamaca 
colleges in 2018-19 because of the Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise, 
which offers two years of free tuition and payment of mandatory fees to first-time 
college students attending full-time. 

In addition to free tuition, Promise scholars at Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges 
receive support services and develop an education plan to guide their studies. 
The early results are already showing that the Promise is making a difference for 
students. More than 63% of the Promise students persisted in their studies from 
Fall 2018 to Spring 2019, compared to about 41% for all students. 

The Promise was launched in fall 2018 following the passage of Assembly Bill 
19, which created the Promise Program for community colleges across California. 
With the passage of Assembly Bill 2, two years of free tuition is now being 
offered to students who meet the requirements of the Promise, continue to enroll 
full-time and maintain at least a “C” average. 

A new Promise Plus scholarship was offered to Promise students in Fall 2019 through 
the Foundation for Grossmont & Cuyamaca Colleges. The $1,000 scholarship is 
being awarded to 300 Promise students who will be chosen based on a competitive 
essay, with priority given to students with the greatest financial need. 

For more information about the Promise, go to mycollegepromise.net.  

Our promise:  
Provide free tuition  
to first-time college  
students who  
attend full-time
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Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise scholars
Fulfilling the promise of the future 
Grossmont College student Alejandro Vasquez Lopez
Alejandro Vasquez Lopez wasn’t sure what to believe when he saw a  
flyer promoting the Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise program  
while visiting Grossmont College the summer after graduating from  
Steele Canyon High School.

“It sounded weird,” he said. “You know, ‘free college?’ So I asked somebody 
what this was, I learned more about it, and decided I needed to apply.”

He’s off to a great start at Grossmont College. The 19-year-old Jamul  
resident who is the first in his family to go to college had a GPA just one “B” shy of a 4.0. He has his sights 
set on transferring to a university in fall 2020. 

“It’s free money and that inspires me to work hard,” Vasquez Lopez said. 

Cuyamaca College student Elianna Floyd 
Elianna Floyd heard about the Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise while she was in high school. She 
knew it would cover all of her enrollment fees, but what she wasn’t expecting was the academic counseling 
and support services that ensured her freshman year at Cuyamaca College would be a success. 

“The support services helped a lot,” Floyd said. “I knew what classes I needed, so I wasn’t wasting 
any time in taking anything that wasn’t necessary.”

Having a solid education plan and access to tutoring and counseling have helped the El Cajon resident 
stay on track with her plans to transfer to Cal Poly Pomona, where she hopes to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in animal science. 

All in all, Floyd said she couldn’t be happier with her decision to seek 
a cost-free education at Cuyamaca College.

“I’ve only had good relations with my teachers, and there’s an excellent 
range of classes to choose from” Floyd said. 

“I’m glad I came here  
and I’m grateful for the 

Promise program.”

“The college is  
investing in me.  
I want to pay it back 
and do well in school  
to show that I am 
deserving of this.”
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The Rice Family Foundation  
Bill and Judy Garrett Civic Leadership Award 
The Rice Family Foundation, which has provided more than $1 million in 
donations to Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges, was honored with the second 
annual Bill and Judy Garrett Civic Leadership Award. 

“The Rice Family Foundation’s support of our colleges embodies the spirit of the 
Bill and Judy Garrett Civic Leadership Award, which recognizes an individual 
or group that leads with integrity and supports student success,” said Sally Cox, 
Chief Executive Officer of the Foundation for Grossmont & Cuyamaca Colleges. 

The award is named after Governing Board Trustee Bill Garrett and his wife, 
Judy, a longtime foundation leader.

The Rice Family Foundation was created in 1993 by 
Morgan Rice, an El Centro native who made his 
fortune by investing in San Diego real estate, particularly 
in the Spring Valley area. Because of his love of the 
outdoors and horticulture, Rice became involved with 
Cuyamaca College’s Ornamental Horticulture Program. 
The foundation funded internships and scholarships for 
Cuyamaca College ornamental horticulture students. The 
Rice Family Foundation also provided funds to expand  
a touring program put on by the Grossmont College  
Theatre Arts Department, which gives performing arts 
shows at East County elementary schools. 

Rice died in 2004, but his family is carrying on his 
philanthropy. The Civic Leadership Award was accepted 
by Rice’s niece, Lisa Wilson, and her daughter Jessica, 
also a foundation board member.

“We love both of 
these colleges. 

They are the basis 
of our community. 

We’re proud of 
everything that 
Grossmont and 

Cuyamaca colleges 
have done.”
— Lisa Wilson,  

Rice Family Foundation 
board member 

Lisa Wilson and  Jessica Wilson
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Our Promise: Making dreams  
possible for Grossmont and  
Cuyamaca College students 

■  More than 200 Grossmont 
and Cuyamaca College 
students received almost 
$118,000 in scholarships 
from the Foundation for  
Grossmont & Cuyamaca  
Colleges during the 2018-19 
academic year. Over 80  
students received Osher 
scholarships, the result of a 
statewide campaign in 2011 
that resulted in the scholarships 
to be awarded in perpetuity. 

■  To celebrate the accomplish-
ments of recent Grossmont  
and Cuyamaca College  
graduates, the Foundation 
hosted GradFest, which  
included socializing at a  
downtown restaurant followed 
by a San Diego Padres  
game at Petco Park. Graduates 
had the opportunity to write 
thank you notes to the faculty 
and staff who meant the  
most to them during their  
time at the colleges.

■  The Foundation is also  
responsible for administering 
more than $24 million  
in grants that promote  
workforce development  
and student equity. The  
grants include funding for 
programs supporting  
first-time Hispanic college  
students and a program  
promoting career  
education offerings at  
both colleges. 

  

Foundation for Grossmont  
& Cuyamaca Colleges
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Grossmont & Cuyamaca Colleges Foundation Donors 
Thank you to the many donors who gave during the 2018-19 academic year. The funds raised are 
used for scholarships and programs that benefit Grossmont and Cuyamaca College students. To 
learn more about the donation or to donate, visit foundation.gcccd.edu. 

$1,000 - $4,999
Nabil Abu-Ghazaleh
Melinda D. Anderson
Anonymous
Julianna Barnes
Barnes & Noble College Booksellers, LLC.
William Bornhorst
Natasha O. Bowman
Sydney Brown
James Canady
Miriana Clark
Dean & Sharon Colli
Michael Copenhaver
William F. Courtney Foundation
Sally Cox
Brad Daluiso
Paul & Nancy Dunn, Jr.
John Eppstein
Enid Farrell
Stanley & Darlene Flandi
Friends of East County Arts
Thomas & Tange Gavin
Bessy Glaske
Manjit Grewal
Bob & Meredith Hattrup
Scott Herrin
Scott Highfill
Suda House
Peg & Peter Hovde
Shirley Hughes
Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation
Nancy Jennings
Anne Krueger
Brian & Ann McDonald
Cindy Miles
Benjamin Muller Fund
JoAnn Mullins
Richard & Marilyn Nolan
Ron & Lisa Oberndorfer
Alba Orr
Mark Pressnall
Professional Women in Insurance, Inc.
Sue Rearic
Rotary Club Of La Mesa, California

San Diego Insurance Adjusters Association 
Linda Shaw
John Summers
Sycuan Band of The Kumeyaay Nation
Randall & Anne-Marie Tweed
University of Phoenix
Richart & Janette White

UNDER $1,000
10 Barrel Brewing LLC
Sahar Abushaban
Asma AbuShadi
Joan Ahrens
Gabi Aliyev
Charlene Alsbaugh
Chad Arendsen
Gifford Asimos
Association of California Community College  
   Administrators
Kamala Balasubramanian
Felipe & Suzanne Kennedy Ballon
Michelle Barnett
Barona Band Of Mission Indians
Liz Barrow
Rhonda Bauerlein
Kelsey Beeman
Helen Benjamin
Jennifer Bennett
Patricia Bergen
Virginia Berger
Judy Birtcil
Wayne Branker
Joe Braunwarth
Leslie Brumley
Marvelyn Bucky
Debra Byrd
Katie Cabral
Jeanette Calo
Leslie & Lyn Campbell
Juliana Cardenas
Christine Carroll
George Casey
Luis Castro
Kathleen Certain
Mario Chacon

$10,000+
Anonymous
Barona Resort & Casino
Bernard Osher Foundation
California Coast Credit Union
Samuel M. & Kristine J. Ciccati
Sam Ersan
Roger Frey
Benjamin E. & Sheila Polak Fund
The Rice Family Foundation 
Ellen G. & Edward G. Wong Family  
   Foundation 

$5,000 - $9,999
Margaret Barnett
East County Schools Federal Credit Union
Ford Motor Company
Bill & Judy Garrett
Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers  
   of San Diego 
George Longstreth
Otay Water District
Dan & Laurie Pearl Fund of the Jewish  
   Community Foundation
Sycuan Resort & Casino
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Karen Childress-Evans
Pei-Hua Chou
Martha Clavelle
Kristy Cole
John Conkle
Peggy Conroy
Laura Constantinescu
Deborah Cook
Judy Copenhaver
Sarah Ann Courtney
Roberta & Michael Cowen
Jeffrey & Theresa Crocker
Blanca Cummings
Jennifer Danks
Thomas Dauphinee
Paul Dautremont
Stephen Davis
Marion De Koning
Maria De La Cruz
William Deerfield
Cecilia DeMent
Robert Dennison
Cecelia Denton
Anthony Devine
Mary Donnelly
Michael & Laureen Donnelly
Lisa Drake
Mary Dredge
Beth Duggan
Ben Macri & Ruth Dunmire
Ann Durham
Scott Eckert
El Cajon Police Officers Association
Della Elliott
Greg & Jeane Ellis
Cindy Emerson
Ken Emmons
Jennifer Schmidt Enright
John Enright
Robert Evans
Barbara Felix
Diane Finch-Payne
Malia Finnegan de Molina
Sue Fisher
Sara Fitzpatrick
Russell Flannery
James & Tupelo Fogacci
Jan Ford
Bonnie Fountain
Joyce Fries
Ray Funk
Marsha Gable
Gage Parent Teacher Association
Sonia Gahlhoff
Barbara Gallego
Brittany Gardner
Janet Gelb
Emmett Gibbs
Barbara Gilchriest

Barb Gillespie
Angie Gish
Michael Golden
Sue Gonda
Laura Gordon
Sheryl Graf
Ann Graham
John & Pamela Gray 
Deanna Greenberg
Ryan Griffith
Aida Gutierrez
Sean Hancock
Marsha Harris
Brian & Cathy Harvey
Brianna Hays
Narges Heidari
Betty Hennessy
Dawn Heuft
V. Hoffman
Michael Holcomb
Oralee Holder
Mary Ann Huiras
Tiffany Hungerford
Tate Hurvitz
Jamie Ivers
Susan Jensen
Karly Johnstone
Hank Jordan
Mary L. Jordan
Julie Kahler
Kamal Kaur Kapur
Thomas & Julie Karlo
Mary Beth Kastan
Sarah Klingshirn
Susan A. Knight
Lillian Knox
J. Richard & Pamela Lawrence
LAZ Parking
P. Lazzara
Craig Leedham
Beth Leighton
Jerry Lester
Michelle Liddell
Helen Liesberg
Roland Ligtenberg
Lolita’s Restaurants, Inc.
Myra Lomahan
Pearl Lopez
Barbara Loveless
Lucciola Inc. dba Menchie’s
Eric Lund
Rosanna Lupien
Jane Lytle
Kelli Magargal
William & Connie Maginn
Lori & Joe Mahler
Lisa Maloy
Brad McCombs
Bill McGreevy

Catherine Melick
Johanna Metzgar
Kate Miller
Clark Mires
Brad Monroe
Genie Montoya
Melanie Morrissey
Mountain Mike’s Pizza
Sherie S. Mucia
Jessica Murguia
Patricia Murray
Vanessa Murrell
Chuck & Lynda Muse
Dave Napoleon
Frank Nehs
Brian & Jeannie Nevins
Erin Newkirk
Kathryn Newland
Terrie Nichols
Gwen Nix
Andrew Nolan
Rob Nolan
North Island Credit Union
Amy Oedewaldt
Thomas Oertel
Off Broadway Live
Irene Palacios
Pat Palma
Margo Parks
Jasmine Patrick
Scott Patterson
Glen Paulus
Barbara Perez
Michael Perez
Tina Perez
Bill Piland
Point Loma Credit Union
David & Sandra Polster
Alexis Popko
Mark Poupard
Ginger Poutous
Bonnie Price
Lucy M. Price
Mary Qualls
Dana Quittner
Lida Rafia
Scott Rasmussen
Chris Ray
Natalie Ray
Michael Reese
Ray Reyes
Brenda Reynolds
James Richardson
Brian Rickel
Bonnie Ripley
Cindy Rittershofer
Dana Rivers
Charles & Barbara Rizzo
Jessica Robinson

April Robles
Angelica Rodriguez-Valdez
Veronica Romero-Murillo
Susan Rosson
Lorena Ruggero
Tonette Salter
Lauren Sambrano
San Diego Realty Advisors
Diane Sandoval
Wayne Sarrge
Tom Scanlan
Denise Schulmeyer
Jessica & Ernest Schutte
James M. Sedillo
Eve Selis
Pat Setzer
Sharp Healthcare
Dale Sheehan
Karl Sherlock
Janet Shipstead
Linda Snider
Julio Soto
Daniela Sow
Aaron Starck
Robert & Martha Stead
Andrew Stoecker
Sara Suter
Christopher Tarman
Stacy Teeters
David Thatcher
Sosha Thomas
Claudia Thompson
Elaine Thornton
Timber Ridge Framing Inc.
Sam Turner
Lauren Vaknin
Diana Vance
Sara Varghese
Juliana Vega
Yvonne Vellone
Viejas Casino & Resort
John Waller
Rochelle Weiser
David & Martha Wertlieb
Charles West
Marla West
WHPacific, Inc.
Courtney Williams
Joy Loraine Wilson
Valeri Wilson
Perri Wittgrove
Barbara Wojtach
Dianne Woodson
Craig Woodward
Dorian Yanke
Tina Young
Irene Zens
Myra Zimmerman
Emilie Zouhar



Governing Board
Elena Adams

Linda Cartwright
Bill Garrett

Debbi Justeson 
Brad Monroe 

Chancellor
Cindy L. Miles, Ph.D.

Grossmont College President
Nabil Abu-Ghazaleh, Ed.D.

Cuyamaca College President
Julianna Barnes, Ed.D.

Vice Chancellors
Tim Corcoran, Human Resources
Sean Hancock, Ed.D., Student  

and Institutional Services
Sue Rearic, Business Services

8800 Grossmont College Drive
El Cajon, CA 92020
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